Calling cineastes

EVENT Look out for The Chennai International Film Festival from

December 14 to 23

he Chennai  International
Film Festival is here again
(14-23), adding colour to the
city that's bursting with De-
cember music, dance and poetry
festivals. The 60 films of CIFF's
first year have doubled in number
to 124 films from 42 countries in
2008, Cinenstes in Chennai are
lucky. They can walch many of the
packages screened at the 1FFI
Goa, Kolkata and Trivandrim In-
ternntional Festivals this year at
Woodland and Pilot theatres, and
the Film Chamber of Commerce.
The festival scores in iks open-
ing and closing films. The inaug-
ural film, *The Lives of Others”
(Gierman), won the Oscar as the
Best Foreign Film 2007, The clos-
fng film, “MNaalu Pennugal”, is by
none other thun Adoor Gopalak-
rishnan, who will introduce this
new film at the venue.

Focus on France, Hungary

The CIFF's Country Fucus on
France and Hungary form a con-
trist in moods and tones. as
French films, however profound
in theme and treatment, refract a
certain luminosity, while East Eu-
ropean Hungary is known for
delving into the darker psyche.
The 10 French films inchode time-
Iy Christmas stories with a differ-
ence.. In "Gamblers” (Frederic
Balekdijan), Vahe is on the edge of
a precipice as the daoy approaches,
In “Cuiand tu descenderas du ciel”
(Erie Guiradg), the poor boy pets
hired to decorate the fown's
Christmas tregs, Ironie humour
surfaces in “Zim & Co™ (Pierre Jo-
livet) where, in the classic "Bicy-
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INSPIRED BY MYTH From “Sopyonje”

cle Thief™ style, 1 man finally finds
ajobwhich requires acarand driv-
ing licence — hut has neither. In
"Not Here to be Loved” (Stephane
Brize), a policeman finds a new
passion when he learns to tango!
Hungary's fare? “Vagabond™
has the protagonist trying to break
away from underworld tentacles,
"Temptations” is the stuff of fa-
hles — the mother and the whole
community predict a brilliant ca-
reer for the boy who ohly wants to
goin search of his aleoholic father,
and falls in love with a gypsy girl.
From sheep to folk singer “Hulk-
kle” follows human and animal
regidents in a villsge — where the
idyllic hides the sinister. “Konjec™

has life beginning after age 70 for
two comrades who launch a career
of robbery. "In the Shadows”
shows how the arrival of puppet
theatre transforms the life of a 1it-
tle oy,

HRetrospectives honour Kenji
Mizoguchi (Japan), Julio Medem
{Spain) and Im Kwon-Tack (Ko-
rea), Mizopochi's neo-realist films
evolved anew genre with his wide-
angled, “one-sceng:onc-shot”
method. Their density iz drawm
from & life of shadows — a sister
sold as a geisha, attack by his call
girl iriend, adoption of fascist ide-
als, and public dismizsal a5 obso-
fete.  European  revaliations
restored his reputation, now rest-

ing on films like oppression of
women in “The Story of the Last
Chrysanthemum®, and & morality
story recist in “Sansho the Hai-
liff", and the Silver Lion (Venice)
winning “[getsn”, all part of the
CIFF package.

With his mixed rucial origin and
training inathletivs, paychiatry
and surgery, Julio Medem (Spain)
is celebrated for evolving his per-
sonal cimema. SCaws”, “The Red
Squirrel”, “Earth” and the docu-
mentary “Skin Against Stone”,
where he traces the Basgue na-
tionalist movement, are among
acclaimed flms that Chennal will
SEE

Korea’s past influences Im
Kwon-Taek's scarch for identity
in Korea's present. Part of the
New Wave which dréw’ interna-
tional attention to Korean cine-
ma; Kwon Taek won the country’s
first Best Direclor award in

‘Cannes for *Chihwaseon”™ and an

Honorary Golden Bear in Venice,
Inspired by the myths and legends
of hip counlry, as in “Sopyunje”
and “Chunhyang”, he is invariably
modern in approach.

Chenmnai gets to see [FFI's Indi-
an Panorama. and also “The Wall"
(Taiwan) which won the Golden
Peacock in 2007. Directors from
Ausiria, Greece and the Philip-
pines will introduce their films in
Chennai and answer queries at
‘Meet the Director’ sessions, Fans
of the Balkans and East Europe
have much to ¢atch up with at the
Fest. while 6 Urantan films add to
the spectacle,
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