Inter-cultural dialogue

EVENT “The Forest” will layer Korean rhythms with Latin American beats to
produce exhilarating patterns
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The Forest from Korea
November 17, 7IE
Music Acadermy
oday  if  experiment
beckons traditional mu-
sickans, hentage calls

modern musicians. “The
Forcest™, the first crossover
band in Korea, found that
when the two genres are
mixed well, the result i3 more
contemporary  than  con-
scious efforts m that direc-
Horl, Bast and west, wood and
metil, natural and electron-
it, meet in their pioneering
experiments,

To ereate the cluamscura
ol the woads, six traditional
musicians with flutes (So-
geum, Danso, Daegeum, Thae-
pyungso), fddie (Haegeum),
tute {Geomungo) and zither
{Gayageum) join three modd-
ern musicians with acoustic
amd bass guitar, plano, sim-
thesiser, accordion and fife.
They discovered thal layer-
ing Korean rhythms with Ta-
tim Armerican beats produced
exhilarating patberms, while
the melodies of their moth
erland are vivihed by west-
ern pop and juze strains.

The irutial challenge wis
lo. owercome differences in

tene, volume snd code in the
different instruments, par-
ticularly as the native wood-
&N instruments have a scale
varving from the melallic,
The scope and character of
each had to he fully grasped
before harmoenising  them.
There were no readvmade
rules or guides. Only practice
could identify what they
could do. The process taught
them to focus on reverber-
ation with the traditional
forms, and melody with the
moxlern,

"The Forest™ comes to
Chenpiai for the first time
after trwmphs in Singapore,

the 1.5, Ukraine and Azer
hafjan and Torkey. 11 iz
brought to the Friday He
view November Fest by InkKo
Centre and The Korea Foun-
dation as part of their con
sistent efforts lo promote
inter-cultural dialogue,
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“To perform here is a challenge’

frencied, W wiant Lo make

s

Lim members speak

i musical balance

Slmilar  thoughts  and
brought us together. New members
are hiken on after andition and in-
ternship to see if they are insvne with
these jdeas, The greater the rapport
and effort, the more we undersiand
gach component, their differences
and distinctiveness. The mmportant
thing is to play, play. and play

On their name

Modern nigsic is kv ||i| ally Fast nnd

Linsles

that iz soothing and relaxing Our
music has the soind af the wind,
the rain, cven animals and plants.
In other words, we wanl to make
musi¢ that you encounter in a
forest. 'We can ba both exeibed and
comfarted by Mature,

On words and sounds

Cur first album had no lyncs.
Some songs in our second album
are  nspired by e old Korean
verse form “sijo”, or sonnets, We

will make more songs like this in
the future.

On the biggest challenge

The biggest challenge is to share
our music with- international - au-
diences, In the last three yeats we
have given many concertd OVerseas,
The performance in India is o big
challenge for us and we kmow how
great it will be when we connect
with listeners In Chennot
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