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Enduring artistic bonds
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The lamp of the east

In the golden age of Asia

Korea was one of its lamp-bearers

And that lamp i5 waiting to be lighted once again
For the illemination in the sast

(The Lamnp of the East, Rabindranath Tagore,
1929)

Oivar Bo years after Tagore wrote these words,
the lamp will burn bright in tribute to the poet
and Mobel laureate, right here in Chennai. The
Lamnp of the East', a one-of-a-kind exhibition at
Lalit ¥ala akademi, will feature the works of
sevan major artists from Korea, who pay their
respects to Tagore and, in the process, showcase some of the best of
contempotary Korean high art,

“Bverybody in Korea knows and respects Tagore — I remember studying his
poems in junior high school,” says Insang Song, the curator of the exhibition,
“4t the time of the Japaness scoupation of Korea, his poems carried a message
of hopa for the oppressed Forean people.”

The axhibition iz the brainchild of Song, an independent curator and art eritic
whe has an enduring love for India and Indian art. “A lot haz changed in the Jast
Bo years — now, Forea is a rich country, a developed country —and I often
think back to Tagore's words," he says. “Korean contemporary art has today
become very important in Asia, and I thought it only right to bring some of it
here to India.”

THE OLD AND THE NEW

The seven artists represent different generations of the contemporary art scone
in Korea, from clder, established artiste such ag Jheon Soocheon, whoss
large-scale instaliations are known the world ower, to rising stars such as Lee
Gwang He, whose unusual style has bean garnering considerable attention of
late,

“I've noticed that, often, just middling-level artists from Korea come here to
axhibat, and I wanted to change that; Twanted an axhibition of top-lavel artists,”
says Song, whe was the curator of Ssoul Arts Centre for over 20 years, "T've
specially commissioned somse of the werks for this exhibition.”

Tha warks remain immersed in centemperary Korean aesthatie, ven as they
explore how each of the artists relates to Tagore, his ideals, and to India at
large. Although the number is limited — just 14 pieces — they cover a varnsty of
styles, from paintings and sculptures to high-tech video art and interactive
installations.

“Thig collection iz, I think, quite representative of the current art soene in
Foorea, but I'd like to do a bigger show next time,” says Song, “and perhaps take
it to Dizlhi and Kalkats as wall, in time for Tagore's 150th anniversary.”

THE CHENMAI LINK

The decision to bring “The Lamp of the East’ to Chennai came out of Song's own
close ties to the city, This is the first place he visited in India in 2006 while
putting together ‘Hybrid Trends', the first-over group show of Indian
contemporary art in Korea, featuring the work of 14 artists, including Chennai's
Benita Perciyal. Since then, he's done a number of Indian art shows in Horea,
featuring artists from all over the country, but his affinity for Chennai remains.

“You know, the Korean language has many similarities for Tamil, We even call
our parents ‘amma’ and ‘appa’. Perhaps it's because of that, but Lalways feel at
home in Chennai. So, I thought, why not begin the exhibition here?”

Song likes to trace the connections between India and Korea in more ways than
one —and it goes much further back than Tagore. "In 4.D. 48, King Suro of
Korea married an Indian princess,” he says, adding with a smile: "So, you see,
the ralaticnship betwean Indian and Kerea has always been romantic and
artistie, not martial, like that between Forea and Japan or China."

Mot surprisingly, he saysit's his d to strengthen the bonds of art batween

the two countries. The Lamp of the Bast' iz certainly a wondarful start,

(The exhibition is on from November 3 f0 13).
The artists

Jheon Scocheon

Debbie Han

Les Leenam

Wang Jiwen

Sin Kiwoun

Saok Cheol Joo

LeeGwang Ho

Tha line-up

Jheon Scocheon

Debbie Han

Les Leenam

Wang Jiwen

Sin Kiwoun

Seck Cheol Joo

Lea Gwang Ho

Keywords: Inzang Song, Forean atist
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Lamp of the East

VYenue : InKo Centre g‘ Send SMS

Event Type: Exhibitions = )
Date: Wed. 03 Nov, 10 - 13 Nov, 10 24 Send Email

@ Event Description

As a fitting tribute to art, artists and Tagore, an exhibition is planned in Chennai by
the Inko Centre, to coincide with Tagore s 150th birth anniversary. Check Euzzintown
for more details.

Everit Information provided by, buzz " town
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Lamp of the East Bt
e Lalit Kala Akademy, Greams Foad
Category: &y Art & Culture

WHAT

Larmp ofthe EaR an exhibiion that pays tnbute 10 the nobel prize-
winning Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore through the works of 7

award-winning contemporary Korean artists. The exhibition looks back
upon the memary of Tagore ahead of the 150th anniversary of his birth
WHEN

Upto Tomaorrow, Moy 13

11:00.AM Driwards

WHERE

Mew-4, Old-170, Greams Road, Thousand Lights, Greams Road,
Chennal, Chennal

Phone: 28291692, 28290804
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EXHIBITIONS
Lamp of the East

Nov 3-13, 9:30am- 6:30pm

InKo Centre, No 51, Sixth Raja
Annamalaipuram = 2436-1224
InKo Centre in association with Lalit Kala
Akademi and Arts Council Korea (ARKQ)
presents The Lamp of the East, an exhibition
that pays tribute to the Nobel Pnze-winning
Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore through
the works of 7 award-winning,contemporary
Korean artists. The exhibition looks back
upon the memory of Tagore ahead of his 150th birth anniversary.

www.chennai.explocity.com
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Lamp of the East

Friday, November 12th, 2010, Lalit Kala Academi New No.4, Old
No.170 , Greames Road InkKo Centre in association with Lalit Kala
Alcadermi and Arts Council Korea (ARKO) presents, The Lamp of the
East, an exhibition that pays tribute to the Nobel Prize-winning Indian
Poet, Rabindranath Tagore through the works of 7 award-winning
contermporary Korean artists, The exhibition looks back upon the
rmemory of Tagore ahead of the 150th anniversary of his birth,
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