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A slice of
Korea
EVENT An
evening of
tradjtional
music and

dance

he Indian Council for

Cultural Relations, in
association with the Em-
bassy of the Republic of
Korea, New Delhi, and
Korea Foundation with
support from InKo Cen-
tre, bring the Son Kyung-
Soon Yeajeon Dance
Company to the city.

The performance in-
cludes a presentation of
traditional and contem-
porary Korean music and
dance, and promises to be
an evening of diversity,
energy and precision,
with a glimpse of the rich-
ness of Korean culture.

The event includes
Cheo-Yong-Mu;  Yeon-
Wha-Dae-Mu; Gayageum;
Chum-Su-Mu;  Tae-Py-
ung-Mu; Shin-Sal-Pu-Ri;
Bu-Chae-Chum; Sal-Pu-
Ri; Ban-Go; and Sul-Jang-
Gu.

The performance will
be held at 7 p.m. on No-
vember 13 at Sir Mutha
Venkatasubba Rao Con-
cert Hall, Harrington
Road, Chetpet. Passes are
available at InKo Centre,
No. 51, 6th Main Road,
R.A. Puram. For more in-
formation, call 24361224.
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K.orean traditional dancers tour India

A Korean dance troupe led by one of the counfry's so-called "human
treasures” has set off to share local fraditions n India this week.

Under the keadership of esteamed artist Son Kyung-soon, Yeajon
Dance Compary kicked off s tour i Mew Delhi on Thursday and will
continue onto Channal for a second show on Sunday,

The program is desigred 1o infroduce Indian audiences 10 various
dances including intangible culbral assets, Korea has a unique
cultural heritage listing swstem for recognizing intangible skills that
have heen passed on through te ganerations, such a5 “Salouriand
“Saungrmu.”

Son & 2 holder of mtanaible culhural asssts in dance and professor of
dance at Scongeul Women's College. Her troupe, comprised of
Soongeul alumnae, has previcusly toured othar countries inchuding
Australla. The company brings a showcase of folk, religious and couwrt
dances to India.

"“We hawve done our best to present pleces that are easy o
understand yet of the highest calber,” sald Son. “Wherever 1 go
aboroad for a performance, [ am a umble of emotions; excitement to
show Korea's traditional darce to rew people, pressure b0 perform
well, and concern about the audiernce’s responss,

The program includes the festive fan dance, the Buddhism-inspired
"Seungru” a5 well as "eon-Wha-Das-Mo, " which features graceful
chareography originally performed for Josean kings.

Al being showcased are more dynamic sequences such as “Shine
Sal-Pu-RE" & creative modern twist on the shamanistic riusl

The performances allow the viewer 1o bear “gugak” (raditional
¥orean music) not only in the background score but also on center
stage. In “sul-Jang-Gu-Churm,” which eriginates Fom agriculiural folk
culture, female dancers play the hourglass-shaped doubila drum
*janggo" strapped onto ther wastes while showing off moves,

The event co-organized by the Korea Foundation and the Indian
Courcil for Cultural Relations (ICCR) comes in time for “The Year of
¥oraa in Indla/dndla in Korea,”

Earler this year in May, India's world-renowned classical dancer
Mallika Sarabhai and Darpana Dance Company oured Korea 5 part
of the bilateral artistic exchange

“Wue sigred an MOU (memorandum of understanding) with the ICCR
and it is very meanngful o have artists from both sides perfarm in
the other's country,” said the Korea Foundation in a statement.
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veajon Dance Company, lad by Son Eyung-soon, perfoms "Shin-5al-Pu-R1". The troupe kicked off 2 tour
ir Mew Delhi, Thursday, and will continue parforming m Chenna on Sunday sz part of an arte exchangs
with India.

{ Courtesy of Korea Foundation

By Lea Hyo=won

& Korean dance troupe led by one of the country’s so-called "human treasures” has set off to shara
local tradesans i India this week.

Under the leadership of esteemed artist 5on Kyung-soon, Yeajon Dance Company kicked off its tour in
Maw Delhi on Thursday and will continue onto Chennait for 2 second show on Sunday.

The program is designed to introduce [ndian audiences to various dances induding intangible cuileural
assets. korea has a unigue cultural hertage listing system for recognizing intangible skilis that have
been passed on through the genarations, such as "Salpunand "Seungmu’,

Son 15 a holder of intangible cultural assets in dance and professor of dance at Soongeui Women's
College, Her troupe, comprised of Soongeul alumnae, has previously toured other countries induding
Australia. The company brings & showcase of folk, rebgious and court dances to India

“We have done pur best to present pieces that are easy to understand yet of the highest caliber”, said
Son. "whenever [ go abroad for a performanca, 1 am a jumble of emotions: exctement to show Korea's

traditional dance to new people, pressure o perform well, and concarn sbout the audiente’s response”.

The program includes the festive fan dance, the Buddhism-inspired "Seungmu” as well as "Yeon-Wha-
Das-Mu”, which features graceful choreography onginally performead for loseon kings.

Alzo beng showeased are more dynamee sequances such as "Shin-Sal-Pu-Ri", a creative madern bwist
on the shamaristic ritual

The performances allow the viewer to hear "gugak” {traditional Kerean music) not only in the
background score but also on center stage, In "Sul-lang-Gu-Chum"”, which originates from agncuttural
folk culture, female dancers play the hourglass-shaped double drum “janggo” strapped onto their
wastes while showing off moves.

The avent co-organized by the Korea Foundation and the Indian Council for Cultural Refations (ICCR)
comes in time for “The Year of Korea in Indiafindia in Korea",

Earlier thiz year in May, India's world-renowned dassical dancer Mallika Sarabhai and Darpana Dances
Company toured Korea as part of the bitateral artistic exchange.

"We signed an MOU (mamorandum of understanding) with the ICCR and it 15 very meanmgful to have
artsts from both sides perform in the other's country™, said the Korea Foundation i a statamant,

Source ; wyivw koreatimes.co krf... [ English Korean )
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Son Kyung-Soon Yeajeon Dance Company in Chennai

The Indian Caouncil for Cultural Relations, in assaciation with the Emhbassy of the Repuhlic of Karea, Mew Delhi,
and Korea Foundation with suppart from Inka Centre, brings Son Kyunog-Soon Yeajeon Dance Company the to
the city.

The perormance includes a presentation of traditional and contemporar Korean music and dance, and
promises to be an evening of diversity, eneray and precision, with a alimpse ofthe richness of Korean culture,

[twill be hield on 1 3th Moy at 7 pmeat Sir Mutha Wenkatasubba Rao Concert Hall, Harrington Road,
Chetpet. Passes are availahle at Inkio Centre, Mo, 81, Gth Main Road, B.A Puram. For mare information, call
24361224, Entry.on first come firsts served hasics.

Jazz Music Festival by Madhav Chari

Musee Musical presents Swing and Blues Meet atthe Crossroads, the first Jazz and Blues Festival of Chennai
programimed and presented by Madhaw Chari, India's greatest Jazz musician.

The Crossroads in African American mytholooy symbaolize the point or maoment of transformation, and what the
performers aim to dois to introduce high quality jazz and blues music to Chennai. Both Jazz and Blues Music
hawve the potential to transform the listener.

Featuring: “INCARCERATED", the Blues Band with Mehan Ranjan (vocals and guitar), Mang Kipaen (lead guitan,
Tony Bastien (hass), Prassanna (drums).

The repertoire will feature classic hlues by Blues legends such as Eric Clapton and Robert Jolinson to name a
ey,

Madhav Chari, will be performing solo jazz piano which is one of the most technically demanding formats for the
expression of Jazz Music. The reperoire features classic jazz of famous A& cOmMposers,

[t will e bield on 1 8th Moy at T prm at Muzeum Theatre, Egmore. Audiences are requested to be atthe venue no
later than 6.44 pm. Duration of Program is 2 hours, including & 10-14 minute intermission

Far the festival-concer, passes are available at Musee Musical. For maore information, contact 988465 99974,
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A body of movements

SHRUTHI MATHEWS

CHCLE OF JOY At Son Kyung-Socn Yasjon Cance Company's periormance

The Indian Council for Cultural Relations and The Embassy of the Republic of
Forea together with the Forea Foundation and the InKo Centre hosted a
performance by the Son Kyung-Soon Yasjon Dance Company at the Sir Mutha
Wenkatasubba Rac Coneert Hall recently. Having first performed in MNew Dealhi,
the danes company arrived in Chennai to continue showcasing and sharing the
traditional dance and music of their culture with Indian audiences.

Cultural assets

Several of the dances performed at the show have been classified Tmportant
Intangible Cultural Assets' by the Korean government (in 1964, the South
Forean Cultural Heritage Administration introdueed the Tmportant Intangible
Cultural Properties' — a system of listing and preservation of the intangible
aspects of South Korean culture, such as dance and musie.)

The company, founded in 1995 and led by founder and director Son Kyung-
Soon, openad the show with the ‘Cheo-Vong-Mu', atraditional Korean court
dance, featuring five masked dancers, each of whom represented the five
directions of east, west, north, south and centra.

Unlike Bharathanatyam, which highlights the contortions of the dancer's body,
the traditicnal Koresan dancers' bodies are hidden beneath large, flowing skirts
— called the ‘Hanbok' — which take as much part in the performance as the
dancers themselves, Each gesture of the body causes a billowing of the skirt and
reveals the colours of the multi-layered hems beneath; the costume, music and
props {such as hand-held fans and drums) are all important components of the
dance performance as a whole.

The ‘Bu-Chae-Chum'(fan dance), a particularly popular item, makes use of the
fan to create the shape of ‘the Rose of Sharon' — Korea's national flower, which
represents brilliance and harmony. One of the more upbeat and lively numbers,
the dancers used the wibrantly-colourad fans to create fluttering shapes and
wave-like motions,

Fusion time
However, amidst the traditional was also a fusion with the contemporary.

The modern taks on the “Shin-Sal-Fu-Ri' — a dance traditionally created to
drive out evil spirits called ‘Sal' — saw a mix of Korean music with English lyrice.

Unlike the original, the modern interpretation accepts ‘Sal' as a natural part of
life, recognising the human spirit as capable of housing both good and evil.
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Yeajon Dance Company, led by Son Kyung-soon, perfomns "Shin-Sal-Pu-Ri." The
troupe kicked off a tour in New Delhi, Thursday, and will continue perfarming in
Chennai on Sunday as part of an arts exchange with India,

i Gourtesy of Korea Foundation

By Lee Hyo-won

A Korean dance troupe led by one of the country's so-called
"human treasures” has set off to share local traditions in India this
week.

Under the leadership of esteemed artist Son Kyung-soon, Yeajon
Dance Company kicked off its tour in New Delhi on Thursday and
will continue onto Chennai for a second show on Sunday.

The program is designed to introduce Indian audiences to various
dances including intangible cultural assets. Korea has a unique
cultural heritage listing system for recognizing intangible skills that
have been passed on through the generations, such as
"Salpuri"and "Seungmu.”

Son is a holder of intangible cultural assets in dance and
professor of dance at Soongeui Women's College. Her troupe,
comprised of Saongeui alumnae, has previously toured other
countries including Australia. The company brings a showcase of
folk, religious and court dances to India.

"WWe have done our best to present pieces that are easy to
understand yet of the highest caliber," said Son. "VWhenever | go
abroad for a performance, | am a jumble of emotions: excitement
to show Korea's traditional dance to new people, pressure to
perform well, and concern about the audience's response.”

The program includes the festive fan dance, the Buddhism-
inspired "Seungmu” as well as "Yeon-Wha-Dae-Mu," which
features graceful choreography originally performed for Joseon
kings

Also being shovicased are more dynamic sequences such as
"Shin-Sal-Pu-R1," a creative modern twist on the shamanistic ritual.

The performances allow the viewer to hear "gugak” {traditional
Korean music) not only in the background score but also on center
stage. In " Sul-Jang-Gu-Chum,” which originates from agricultural
folk culture, female dancers play the hourglass-shaped double
drum "janggo” strapped onto their wastes while showing off
moves,

The event co-organized by the Korea Foundation and the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) comes in time for "The Year
of Korea in Indiafindia in Korea."

Earlier this yvear in May, India's world-renowned classical dancer
Mallika Sarabhai and Darpana Dance Company toured Korea as
part of the bilateral artistic exchange.

"We signed an MOU (memorandum of understanding) with the
[CCR and it is very meaningful to have artists from both sides
perform in the cther's country,” said the Korea Foundation in a
statermnent.



