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2 NAWFF AWARD in Tokyo International Women's Film Festival

Five women's film festivals from different Aslan locales are coming together in Tokyo! — In 2010, tha
MNatwoek of Aslan women's Fien Fastheals (NAWFF) was launched to encourage inter-A5an ooopsration among
wamer film professionals and to suppart Asian Women's Smmakirg, dstribution and cuitural movements, The
mesmibers’ arganizations of NAWFF, which formed friendships long before laurching the offical network, include
wiomen's film festivals from Sameung International Women's Fim Festival (India), Intemational Women's film
ferstival Israed (Israel), Wornen Make Waves Film Fastival (Taiwar), International Wormen's Fim Festival n Seou
(Korea) and Tokyo Intermationsl Wormern's Firm Festival (Japan). &0 official anraal mesting i hald in each boation
o a rotating bass.

Ore of the most mpartant functions of the arnued meeting is to select a fim for the NAWFF 2ward; 5
candidates ane recommended by each member and the best i sslected, The wirner of the first year, hald in
Seoud in 2010, was A Brand Mew Life (2000, S.Korea) and the winner of the second year i being seleched at
the 247 Tokyo Intermational Wamnen's Fim Festival 23-26 Cetober 2011, The candidate fims are

Sergadal 2010, Inda), Roling Sbome with 2 Sul{2010, S¥orea), Af o #he Ses(lapan, 2009), frasbilsrael,
2010) and Hand in Hand Tawan, 2010). This vear, NAWFF has a symposium titled “Women's Networking in Fim
arvd Media in Asla: Now and the Future”™ at the Meljl Ureversity on the 24th Sctober,
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Sengadal wins the NAWFF Award at Tokyo and will be showcased at Taipei,
Seoul, Beljing and Israel followingly.
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Audience appreciation the greatest award a film maker can aspire for says
Director of 'Sangadal’

Naw Dalhi, December 1,20011 13:49 187

Leena Manimekalai, Director of the movie 'Sengadal’ has said that she is looking forward

to the release of the movie in theatres as audience appreciation is the greatest award a
film maker can aspire for. She was addressing a press conference at IFFI media centre
hera today, The flm ‘Sengadal’ is a documeantation of the travails of the fishermen of
Dhanushkodi, Rameshwaram. The movie shows the importance of people's participation
since real fishermen and refugees from Dhanushkodi and Rameshwaram Mandapam camp
have acted and also taken part in the scnpt wnting for the mowie, the Dwactor added.

‘sengadal; The Dead Sea’, is the debut feature-fiction of Leena Manimekalal who is an
independent film maker, poet and actor. The fim has been officially selected in the
compeatition section of 32nd Durban International Film Festival and 35th World Montreal
Film Festival and 13th Intemational Mumbai Film Festival, Miami. [t has won NAWFF
award at Tokyo for the Best Asian Film.
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Sengadal wins the NAWFF Award at Tokyo
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Sengadal: The Dead Sea, which happens 1o ba the debut directarial film by
author Leana Manimakalal, has baan chosen &5 thi lone Indaf antdy in
the Infemational Competiion section of the 1 3th Intermational Film Festival
bo be held in Muembal the commerncial capdal of the coundry, fram 13 -20
Cctober, 2011

Ir Srinkrasan
Marayanan,
the directar
of the Film
Feslnal,
£3id thid the
gelechon
comrittes
weas mightify
imprgssed
Ll Thi
freshness in
fhe  film's
approach  besides  the wonderul and  eve-calching
cinematography, The film, which 3 vel o be releasaed in
theatres, was caught Ina long lagal batie with the Chennal
Regional Office o the Central Board of Film Cerification
(Cengarsl  and the Appsllale
Tribural authorities ower the ban
imposed on the public exhibition of

the filrm.

Bucyed 3 winning the batile, Sengadal the Dead Sea hasg, howesar, baan slapped with an &' cedificate sans any cut
frarm the anginal vergion, The filrm was screanad 3l the 32nd Durban Intemational Film Fesival and 35th World Monireal
Film festread in July and Augustihis year, 0 that order Il has also been nominaled for Bl coviled NAYEF Award wiich
would be givan &t the functon 1o be keld later this monsh at Takyo, Japan

Feawt Piliad, the Human Rights Commissioner of BN, walchad the film at CDurban and appreciated the uncompronssing
atttude of the makers and sald thal tha film codld ba "considered” as 3 wilness of the increasing number of human righls
walalions cormmifed by the Sei Lankan Mayy on the Indian fishermian a1 the imlermational mantime Bardar of the shores of
Ramesearam and Dhangshkodi

Eennaﬂal the Dead Sea has A5 rmalor sygponing artigles fom Kidathinukai Therukodihg team and has been produced by
Tholpaaval Thealres,



