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s far as artistic coa-
ples go, you'd be hard
pressed o find one
more gifted. The has-
band-wife team of
Werner Sasse apd Sincha Hong
are in Cheénnal to present their
raspective performances — and
it promises to be one vibrant
speciacle. Invited by Rathi
Jdaffer, Director of the InKo
Centre, in asseciation with the
Korea Foundation and the
Consulate  General  of
Republic of Korea in Chennai,
the duc's undque talents should
fail tn impress none
Choreoprapher, dancer, vocal-
ist and writer Sincha Hong will
present a meditative perfor-
mance Four Walls — which was
developed in association with
her arusnc collaborator and
friend, the lependary composer,
Jolis Cage The performance is
both & tribute to John Cage's
mastery As A musician and a tes-
timony 1o Sincha Hong's
resilience a5 a dancer
“Everybody can once In oA
while expernience a psychologi-
cal situation where one does not
Imow which direction to go..., a
fealing as if being bocked in &
room with four walls bat seem-
ingly no door o . John
Cage in 18431 was in such a sifua-
tion. He did not knew whether to
stop composing mmsic  and
become a Zan monk in Japan, or
whether he should continue as a
musician. This silvation of
baing blocked is the main theme
reflected in this masic, bat ust
as Juhn Cage found a way out of
this biock (and comfinoed o
compose music), the music of
Four Wails in the end finishes
with an expression of hope,”™

says Sincha,

Om performing bere, she guips,
“Indin is my spiritual home,
since | was a spiritual secker
roaming Indla for years in the
late 19708, 1 alwaye live with the
realisation of impermanenece,
somewhere between  semsore
and rirrana. 1 will always
return to India to reconnect with
my spiritual homseland. Chennai
is famous for having a long his-
tory as a city of dance, music
and the arts, and alss today is a
leading city of coliure oy India. T
therefore hope and expect that
the audience is ready to appreci
ate my dance, which s avani-
gardn, bacad om and farthier alab-
arating the avant-garde dance
seene of New York.™
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Sincha adds, “Avani-garde
dance & nol only confemparary,
it 15 a gtep into the future. People
should see the performance
wilhoul any preconception
based on thelir experiences whean
seping dance on stage. They
should empty their brain and
book at it with their heart, just
Like children willing o ped ko
o the nnknown.™

A remarkable  polymath,
Werner Sasse who s originally
fram Germany is an acclaimed
scholar of Korean art, history,
language and culture and s
credited with hawing single-
baledly established two cen-
tres for Korean Studkes bn the
Universitins of Bochum and
Hamburg in Germany Werner,
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Fur Simlu, urh
claims to be o
iritual seeker,
EFE' is her
s:in’hnl home and
e will always
return here

wha has new retired from regu-
lar teaching. now coneentrates
o transkaling classics]l Korean
literature while pursaing his
love for painting and calligraphy

His calligraphic presentation
l= tithed From Dorkness o Light
— what will it be about?
“Generally speaking, calligra-
phy in the narmow sense has to
o eilher with wriling in a beau-
tifial siyle that's pleasing o (he
aye or with a special stvie,
reflecting the comtents of what is
writlen. This can be aggressive,
lyrical. and so on, of (as B Zen
calligraphy) 15 reflecting the
spiritual movement in a medita-
Lo, In a brodder sense, in cal-
ligraphy, and especially in Zen
calligraphy, the border hetwean

s S S

igrapher in whose
From Darkness to
d painting merge

writing and painting i5 trans-
gresssl: wriling as if painting
and painting as if writing,”
‘Warner explalmns.

He talks of the motivation
behind the idea, “The ordeal of
overcoming darkness (material.
1am. anti-sockal fealings, stupidi-
ty) and maching the light, the

enlighienme

nt, i one af the

basic themes not only in Indian
philosophies and religions, i
one of the basic subjects in any
spiriteal movement in the world.
I was inspired by the moon when
I translated o litnrary work of
the 15th century Korean Hing
Sejong the Great, which is a long
Hbrette for a ritoal aboot
Buddha's Life. k is called The
Moon Reflecied in a Thousand
Hiwers.™

Werner is delighted at the
receplion v Korean culture in
Chennal. “It seems 1o have a
bright future ahead, becanse it
louks as if it is really just in the
beginning stage. The work of the
InKo Center has made greal
progress in facilitating cultural
exchange betwesn the two cul
tures, and thereby the ground-
work has been laid. Bul how
much do the people know of the
cultural exchange 2,000 years
ago, when an Indian princess
became A quesn in Kovea? Or
how much are they aware of the
applbcation of old Indian phonal.
oy, which helped create the
Korean Hangeul™ he asks.

Werner goes on, “And why 15
Chennai especially importamt
for this? Because Chennai is
Enown worldwide as a city of art
amd culture. Also due to Inko,
the newly established Consulate
General and with the presence of
many Horean Dig companies in
the vicinity, Chennai is predas-
tined 1o Be a leader in the India-
Horea cultural exchange" he
comchudes,




Sincha Hong, choreographer, dancer, vocalist and writer, ane of the faremast
avant-garde dancers from Korea, is ponsidered to be one of

the mast influential artists of the 20th contury. Four Walls was developed by
Sincha Hong in assaciaticn with her artistic collaborator and friend, the legend:
compaser, john Cage. The performance is both a tribute e John Cage's maste:
a5 2 musician and a testimeny to Sincha Hong's resilience 25 a dancer. Masami

Tada on plane and Masau Soga's lighting design, camplements Sincha ang’:

maditative performanca.

 Thursday, 13 March 2014, 7.30 pm

at Sir Mutha Yenkata Subba Rao Concert Hall
Shenstone Park, 13/1 Harrington Road, Chetput, Chennai 600 031,

Dancer/Chereographer: Sincha Han {Korea)

Ater winning cilical acdim with her debus periormance Moming in Mew
“fork. Sincha Hong founded the Laughing Stone Dange Thester company and
werend with legencry artists ik Jobn Cage, Vi Takahashi, Margaret Leng Tan
and Marm June Fak. On her netum i Karea in | 993, Sincha Hong founded the
Lasughing Stone Dance Groun dnc. which preserts several public performances
and meditation workshope, Fromn 1995 %o date, s orgenizes the |uksan
Imm&dmkm&kmdmm
art.

S Cha Hong met Jahn Cage (1912:1953) in the earky 19605 and was
regared 10 oreate 3 cance drama with his mesic, Feur Walls, was firs
pqrbnmdb;rﬁ:rcitunniw.hrm.ﬁw&amq‘smmh
perfarmad in VP84 in Mew ok and wis presemoed ¢ the: john Cage Festival
et Weskeran Linkersity i (85 and later in the Facic Ring Festaal ot Sen
[rego. This was followsed by & tour to Genmany. [apar. and Korea, In 2012, 38
years aler the fit performance, Four Walls Encore wes pressrted in Seoul
10 commenmorae the 1007 binh arvwversary of the egandary musidan, john
Cape.

Composer : John Cage (USA)

Jobn Mikion Cage | (Sep.5. 1912 - Aug 12, 1992} was an Arnerican composer,
rasic theorst, writer and arst, He & known 25 a pionesr o indeerminacy in
MRk, eleciodcoustic music and non-standard e of musical stroments:
Cape was one of the leadng figures of the post-war avant-garde mavemant.
mmmmimdhmdwmmd
e MF cenury. [ohn C:pvmmmﬂ in the divelopment of
modem dance, oty uough s assodltn with chonograaner Mo
Cunningram. He worked extenshely with the scclaimed video artist Mam une

Paik and choreagrapher Sin Cha Hong to create powserul warks that fuidhy
combing resic. videa art and dance.

Four Walls composed by john Cage

Wfitien at & fime when Cager was tonsidering the serious move of oeasing o
Wit MLk in ander to devobe time 1o Berg pspchoanalyzed, the ke i bath
deeply poignam and persoral. Cage reschved to kesp his tryst with Fusic,
wehich resuited in highly infuentiel work, post- | 9505,

Feer Woils, written crginally as music for 2 theater pce, 2 "dance play” abourt
a famnily, was conceived by the dancer Maree Curringram Thoe piece is mosthy
zaky piang plaged i the distonic scale {white kerys only) with & shiorl vocal
phrase i the midda, It is 8 work of direct, svocatve. mesmesizing musical
gestures, set of by slences of varying length ar by insistent ripthm with simple
WAAloE,

Piano: Masami Tada (Japan)

Masami Tada studied cornposition in the Showa Acdamy of Music in japan, He
Inarmed 1o play the piano under the hesiage of Takehisa Kosug, His beaches
Tabahas Ko, was the artitic pamner of john Cage at the Meson Curringham
Dance Compary.

Lighting Design: Masaru Sega (Japan)

Masanu Sopa studied compostion under his father and grandfither whe were
Az and tradtionsl muscars i apen. He stdied priloscphy @ Wiseda
umlnhmmmwmmmm
mwmmmmmmwmmmm
" Londen, Maw Tork, Sydrey and Tokya, He is now director of Offce SOGA
o |aagnan,




