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CHENMAE Resdarchers Imoim Kofea,
Canada, Malavsia and other paris
of the country came together
here for a three-day norkshop

ofl Thursday to participate in
“Thie Turtle Trail", a prelimi-
niry attempl al exploring the
limguistic, culture and historical
links between South India and
South Korea, through academic
ressarch.

Thee focus ks on southern South Ko
o | part iL'IJI.'EI"]}' ithe Gava Kingdom.,
which is present day Gimhae region)

ans South India (the Al Kingdom,
the curment strefch between Kannl

vakumiar] 1o Thirvananihapuram),

where Princess Heo Hwang-ok.
Grueen of Gaya, supposedly hailed
from, before she married King Sam
and created the Gaya kingdom.
Bathi Jafer, Director of InEo
Centre, which is spearheading this
project supported by the Acadeey
of Korean Studies, Korea. said that
though it is commaonly belicved thal
ihi prineess travelled from Avo-
dhya, a different perspective shows
that she: coqild have hakled from the
Al Kingdom (a marifime power ),
thus arriving by sea, through the

Turthe Tratl. “Before the innovation
of the compass, sailors had followed
thie furtle tradl o reach tsedr des
tinathon, which is the name of our
project. We nodd to first catablish
il thee princiss did indeed travel
from morth or south India,” said the
direcinr, adiing. the cventual poal is
pubilishing a compilation of critical
essays on this subject

Thi: research will ke spread scross
slx major areas: historical links,
lamguage and linguistics, Buddhis
connections, anflrepological and
cultural Hnks, maritime and trade
links and conbemporary links

Profiessar Kannan Narayanan,

Founder, Tamil Heritage Founda-
thon, =ald Koreans call their father
and mother ‘opga’ and “ommaa’,
which & simtlar io ‘appa’ and
‘amma’ in Tamil. "Bul in Jaga-
nese (i peghon closer to Rorea), 11
tranalates to Oto san (fatherh and
(ka san (modhker). This Tambl link
can be connecied to the legend of the
primcess

Historian 5 Balasubramani,
founding president, |I'Ill:'ﬂ'|'31l:“d

Oeean Culture Research Foumiation,

sakd that the princess had trave b=l
thrcugh a ghip with a red sadl - a
feature simillar among south Indian
sea farers.

The tomb of Princess Heo Hwang-ok in Gimhae

s o Ay

CHEMMAL The legend of Korean Queen Heo
Hwang-ok, mentioned in the 13th cenbury
chronicle Samguk Yusa by Buddhist monk
iryeon, states that the Princess came from 4
distant lend, Ayuta (befieved to be Ayodhya) by
boat, wha later married King Suro in the 48CE
and created the powerful kingdom of Gaya.
Many researchers said that Ayuta could be a
reference to the Al Kingdom (present day Tamil
Nadu and Kerala) or Ayukia, which is no longer
on the map. The Princess wha became queen
was believed to have infroduced a new culture
to King Suro's kingdom, including Buddhism.




