BLIND POET AND BUTTERFLIES

C. Douglas.

Moving from the personal to the universal, C Douglas’ evocative work speak of disconnection, dislocation and

disquiet while dealing with trans-national issues of migration and memory.

Kerala-born, Chennai-based artist C.Douglas (b.1951), chartered a unique path for
himself within the context of the evolving Madras Art Movement, by absorbing the
discussions on regional identity and nativism and adapting it to deal with trans-national
issues of migration and memory. Broken mirrors, disjointed body parts, blind figures,
fragmented objects and hollow spaces are some of the images through which Douglas
communicates with his fellow beings. To quote Douglas, they evoke ‘The void, the

hollowness, the endless emptiness within all of us.” Douglas thus begins from the

| personal to address issues that are universal. The sense of alienation and exile that
Douglas personally experienced in his life and in writings such as T.S. Eliot's Wasteland and Albert Camus's
L'Etranger are the source of his imagery. An avid reader, his works, such as the painting from the Blind Poet
and Butterflies series takes forward his life-long engagement with images and ideas, all the while underscoring
the idea of loss and absence. His use of paper, a material that is known for its impermanence, echoes his views

on the fragility of the human condition.
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A documentary film on C. Douglas titled Black Mirror directed by Gita Hudson will be screened, followed

by a Q & A session with the artist and director at InKo Centre on 10 November 2017.

(Language: English; Duration: 30 minutes.)
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The exhibition will be on view

at The Gallery @ InKo Centre
from 10 November to 2 December 2017.





