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SOS

Song Of the Sea

SOS is a work about awareness of what’s happening in the sea.
It used to be so nice, it used to be so alive.
Various fishes are playing and Jellyfish are dancing.
The love they gave me, lead me to make something from nothing.
The beauty they gave me, lead me to make jellyfish lampshades from waste plastic.
The joy they gave, lead me to make fishes from discarded CDs.
What happened to the sea, I wish I understood.
Sea songs “SOS”. They are suffering by pollution.
I sing a beauty of Up cycled jellyfish and fishes.
So when they are still near us, listen to their song S.O.S.
- Ok Jeong Lee
Ok Jeong Lee
Ok Jeong Lee, born in Korea, has worked as a fashion designer,
specializing in textile and colour (1983-2008, Korea) with various
company and clients. She settled in Auroville in 2008, and started what
has become her life project: Up-cycling.
She set up the Ok Upcycling Collection, consisting mainly of bags
and hats created from discarded cassettes and video tapes. Her first
exhibition of this work was shown in Pitanga, Auroville in 2012
and her products are currently retailing in Pondicherry, Chennai,
Bangalore, Mumbai and Auroville.
Some of Ok Jeong’s art installations have been shown at the Auroville Film
Festival (2013, 2015), the Auroville Singing Festival (2014, 2015) and some
pieces are in the Cripa Hall in Auroville.
Recently, “CD Cascade” was installed at the Pondy Photo “WATER”
exhibition at old port in Pondicherry (27 August – 11 September 2016).
In June 2015, Ok Jeong opened the Up cycling Studio Auroville with
Marc. The Studio offers up cycling workshops to students from all over
India as a practical step for anyone interested in the art of upcycling.
In March 2016, the first exhibition of works produced through these
workshops titled “UP 2016” was held in Auroville. It is proposed that
such exhibitions will be held on an annual basis.
The exhibition will be on view at The Gallery @ InKo Centre
from 27 October to 27 November 2016
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Artworks from Korea
InKo center has organised an exhibition titled
‘Song of the Sea’ to create awareness of
what is happening in the sea waters, by
Korean artist Ok Jeong Lee. The inauguration
of the exhibition is on Thursday Oct 27 at
6.30 p.m. The artist will be available at InKo
Centre on till Oct 27. The exhibition will go
on until Nov 27.
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Upcycling to recalibrate environmental
conscience
Published:  Nov 02,2016  07:30 AM by Nishadh Mohammed
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Designer and artist of upcycling Ok Jeong Lee, speaks about her new exhibition titled, Song of the Sea,
that features a series of installations of fish and jellyfish created with used CDs and plastic covers.

Ok Jeong Lee’s (inset) installation Song of the Sea

Chennai: As you walk into the Gallery at InKo Centre, you can’t help but notice the aesthetically crafted jellyfish
lampshades and beautiful fish models, jewellery and other gift articles, made of discarded plastic and CDs. The
installation, Song of the Sea, by Auroville-based Korean artist Ok Jeong Lee, presented by InKo Centre in association
with the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea, draws attention to the plight of the sea, that is teeming with life
yet choking due to the growing menace of pollution, fuelled by humanity that has remained largely insensitive and
indifferent. “I came across reports about how an increasing number of whales and jellyfish were dying because of the
consumption of plastic covers and a subsequent imbalance in the ecosystem. I also realised how, unlike before, these
days we had to think twice before consuming seafood because of the risk of contamination. So, I wanted to create an
installation that will reconsider and recalibrate our response to the environment that we both draw from and must
nurture and protect,” explains the artist, who is the founder of OK Upcycling Collection in Auroville.
While Lee acknowledges that doing away with something as essential as plastic, one of the main reasons for sea

A

pollution, is difficult, she says upcycling efforts can help a great deal. “From all my years of practising upcycling, I
realised that once I created beautiful things out of all that discarded plastic, nobody wanted to throw it away. I guess
that is something each of us can take to and contribute in our own little way,” adds Lee. Originally a textile designer
back in Seoul, Lee has worked with discarded cassette and video tapes to make hats and bags. She moved to India in
2004 along with her husband and two teenage children and has been living in Auroville since 2008. Her studio here
offers upcycling workshops to students from all over India as a practical step for anyone interested in the art of
upcycling.
Song of the Sea will be on display at the InKo Centre till November 27
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Glitter like the jellyfish
Pushpa Chari

Waste recycled.Photo: R. Ragu
Ethereal showers of translucent jelly fishlike hanging lamps create enchanting pools of light and fishes with psychedelically coloured scales
fill INKO Centre’s exhibitoin hall. Auroville based Korean artist, Ok Jeong Lee’s “Song of the Sea” or SOS evokes a sense of wonder not only
because the objects seem to be threedimensional representations of an impressionist master’s art but because they have been crafted out of
waste plastic bags, discarded CDs and the odd throwaway bead! Add to it the artist’s fascination with jellyfish and her concern for their
survival amidst manmade pollution. “Recycle Reuse and Reinvent” is her motto.
OK Jeong Lee’s concern led her to use the very material of its pollution, namely plastic. Says the artist, “I am inspired by waste. A paper unit
based in Auroville which uses plastic for packaging gave me sheets which were unfit for their packaging needs. I decided to use the free,
curvilinear poetry of the jellyfish form for the lamps. And fish always make a cool statement.”
Ok Jeong Lee’s jellyfish hanging lamps have evocative names such as “Blue Sugar”, “Orange”, December’, “First love,” etc. The artist cuts the
plastic, does crochet work with help from a local woman. Also she encourages women to make their own lamps.
Her fish collection is no less mesmerising. Named Bach, Mozart, Beatles, Flame, Krishna, Angel etc., the fishes are made up entirely of CDs
which make them glitter especially under the play of light. Besides, the imagery of Krishna on the CD or Op art designs give the tightly stacked
CDscales a movement of their own. .
“Song of the Sea” is on view at The Gallery, INKO centre, 18, Adyar Club Gate Road, 10 a.m.6 p.m., till November 27.
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